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LSCP Online Safety Risk Assessment Template


Guidance notes
This risk assessment tool should be used to identify, evaluate and manage online risks to children’s safety and wellbeing. This tool should be used alongside detailed guidance contained in the LSCP Multiagency Practice Guidance: Online Safety which outlines the types of online risks children might be exposed to and the increased risks associated with specific vulnerability factors, such as children who are neurodivergent, looked after, experiencing mental health needs, etc.

Risk Formulation Framework
· Low risk behaviours are generally safe but still require basic guidance and supervision (e.g. watching age appropriate videos and playing games with only pre-approved friends)
· Medium risk behaviours could become harmful without proper boundaries or awareness (e.g. accepting friend requests from strangers or public posting)
· High risk behaviours indicate a significant risk and require immediate attention and safeguarding responses (e.g. engaging in private conversations with unknown adults or sending/receiving inappropriate messages or images)
· Critical risk behaviours are urgent and potentially life-threatening, requiring immediate safeguarding intervention (e.g. arranging to meet someone they meet online or being involved in criminal activity through online platforms).

Use this formula for systemic risk assessment:
Identified Vulnerabilities + Online Behaviours + Environmental Factors = Overall Risk

Example:
· Recent placement move + Seeking online family + Limited carer support = HIGH RISK
· ADHD impulsivity + Late night posting + Lack of supervision = HIGH RISK
· Stable support + Adapted safety plan + Regular monitoring = LOWER RISK

Consider both individual vulnerabilities and how they interact to create compound risks.



Section 1: Assessment Details

Child Details: 

	Name: 
	 

	Date of Birth: 
	 



Assessment Details:

	Assessment Date:
	 

	Assessment Author:
	

	Agency:
	 



Section 2: Online Activity Overview

2a) Devices used. Please list all of the devices the child uses to connect online, for example, smartphones, tablets, games consoles, laptops, etc.

	



2b) Platform use and digital behaviour summary. Please provide an overview of how the child behaves the online world for each platform they connect and engage with.

	Platform
(e.g. SnapChat, TikTok, Roblox, etc).
	Average daily time spent on platform
	Primary Use (i.e. what is the primary reason or purpose for using the platform)
	Key Contacts (i.e. who are they talking to?).
	Type of risk (content, contact, conduct or commerce )?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



2c) Supervision. Please describe any supervision of the child’s online activity including parental controls, any enforced ‘offline-time’, checking of profiles, platforms, etc.

	



2d) Overall Digital Behaviour Pattern. Please summarise overall patterns including how much time is spent online daily, any peak usage times and levels of supervision.

	



3. Vulnerability and Risk Factors

3a) Online risks identified. Based on section 2, please provide a summary of online risks identified.

	Platform(s) involved:
	

	Type of risk (Content/ Contact/ Conduct/ Commerce):
	

	Description of concern:
	



3b) Vulnerabilities. Please identify any additional abilities which increase might the online risk to the child.

	· Neurodivergent traits
	· Child looked after

	· Domestic abuse exposure
	· Mental health needs

	· Poverty/digital exclusion
	· Communication / SEND needs

	· Sexual or criminal exploitation
	· Other



3c) Details of vulnerabilities

	



3d) How do these vulnerabilities affect online behaviour: Please refer to LSCP Multiagency Practice Guidance: Online Safety, Section 7 and Appendix A for further support.

	



3e) Main risks observed: Please refer to LSCP Multiagency Practice Guidance: Online Safety, Section 3 for further information.

	Content risks:
	 

	Contact risks:
	 

	Conduct risks:
	 

	Commerce risks:
	 



3f) Are there any digital neglect concerns? Please refer to LSCP Multiagency Practice Guidance: Online Safety, Section 2.3 for an understanding of digital neglect.
· Yes
· No
· Suspected

3g) Details of digital neglect concerns:

	



4. Risk Assessment

4a) How do these vulnerabilities interact to create compound risks: For example, a neurodivergent child might have traits of impulsivity and literal thinking, which causes them to immediately accept requests from unknown users claiming to be a friend. Please refer to LSCP Multiagency Practice Guidance: Online Safety, Section 7 and Appendix A for further support.

	



4b) Protective factors present: 

	Family support:
	

	Professional support:
	

	Digital skills:
	

	Other:
	



4c) Overall Risk Assessment Level:
· Low
· Medium
· High
· Critical

4d) Rationale: 

	



4e) Immediate safety concerns:
· Yes
· No

4f) Details: 

	





5. Action Planning

5a) Actions required:

	Immediate safety measures:
	

	Referrals needed:
· Social Care
· Police
· Health/CAMHS
· Education
· Other
	

	Digital safety planning:
	

	Family/carer involvement:
	



5b) Vulnerability-specific interventions required? Please refer to LSCP Multiagency Practice Guidance: Online Safety, Section 7 further guidance.
   
	· Neurodivergent-adapted
	· CLA-specific

	· Domestic abuse specialist
	· Mental health support

	· Digital inclusion
	· Communication support



5c) Safety planning approach:

· Individual
· Family 
· Multi-agency

5d) Key safety plan elements: 

	



6. Review and Monitoring

6a) Safety goals. What is the safety that you are trying to achieve. E.g. Child will no longer interact with strangers online; child will not be exposed to harmful content, etc.

	



6b) Review details

	Next review date:
	 

	Review lead:
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